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FUNDING CUTS THREATEN 
CAMBA YOUTH PROGRAMS

orking families  

will be impacted if 

funding is cut for 

Students and counselors from CAMBA’s Teen 
Relationship Abuse Prevention Program (RAPP) 
protest proposed budget cuts in front of City Hall. 

CAMBA’S OPPORTUNITY 
HOUSE OPENS DOORS

ixty-two men will  

have a new chance 

at finding a place 

to live through CAMBA’s Op-

portunity House in downtown 

Brooklyn. Funded by the New 

York City Department of Home-

less Services, this new men’s 

shelter opened in February. It 

offers a structured, therapeutic, 

safe and drug-free facility, plus 

comprehensive services inclu-

ding work force support—all 

geared to quickly and success-

fully moving residents into 

permanent housing. 

o much 

of what 

From the Executive 
Director

Joanne M. Oplustil

These programs are funded by 

the New York City Department 

of Youth and Community De-

velopment Out of School Time 

and Beacon initiatives.  

IT’S SHONA 
TIME!

urchase afford-

able, collectible 

African sculptures 
W
CAMBA’s Out of School Time 

(OST) Kids World, serving 200 

youth, and Beacon Community 

Center P.S. 269 serving 1,200 

community members. 

“If the cuts to youth ser-

vices are approved, children 

will be alone at home, in our 

parks and playgrounds, or on 

the streets after-school and in 

the summer,” states CAMBA’s 

Deputy Executive Director Val-

erie Barton-Richardson.

 Citywide cuts of over $12 

million for OST and $8 million 

for Beacon’s school-based 

community centers would af-

fect more than 17,000 youth. 

S

and show your support for the 

work we do for 35,000 individu-

als and families at CAMBA’s An-

nual Sale of Stone Sculptures 

from Zimbabwe. A special 

cocktail reception on June 24 

kicks off this important fund-

raising event. The public sale 

is June 25-27 at CAMBA’s Shona 

Gallery at 19 Winthrop Street, 

Brooklyn. For complete details, 

visit  www.shonasculptures.

com, or call 718.284.9064 or 

718.287. 2600. 

P S
CAMBA does 

is directed at 

youth.  Whe-

ther it’s after-school pro-

grams, summer youth employ-

ment, young adult literacy, free 

summer camps or relationship 

abuse prevention, CAMBA has 

been rock solid in supporting 

youth. 

     We know how critical it is 

to give young people positive 

ways to build their skills and 

be involved in the community. 

Therefore, the proposed cuts 

that threaten youth services 

are particularly painful. We 

ask you to join us in protesting 

such cuts. 

     We also encourage you to 

show your rock solid support 

of CAMBA by purchasing the 

beautiful sculptures we are 

offering at our Annual Sale of 

Shona Sculptures from Zimba-

bwe. Proceeds of the June 25-27 

fundraising sale  benefit many 

CAMBA programs, including 

youth services. Your support 

helps us to help others. 
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1 Sheila Collins and Stacy Toussaint,  co-owners of Inside Out Tours and clients of CAMBA Small 
Business Services, proudly display the Grand Prize $15,000 check they received for winning the 
Brooklyn Business Library’s PowerUp! Business Plan Contest. Their company is helping to turn 
Brookyn’s richly diverse neighborhoods into tourist destinations. 

PARK SLOPE WOMEN’S 
SHELTER GAINS 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

AMBA’s Park Slope 

Women’s Shelter 

is a centerpiece of 

ter is also generously supported 

by many community members 

who have donated their time, 

goods and services. Volunteers 

from the Park Slope Presby-

terian Church beautified the 

shelter’s garden, provided com-

puter classes and helped with 

housing interviews. Volunteer 

writing workshop facilitator 

Alice Braziller hosted a silent 

auction. Sarah Meredith, who 

provides weekly yoga classes, 

donated wool scarves by de-

signer Hiroko Kurihara. Finally, 

Park Slope parents are holding 

an online donation drive for all 

shelter residents. We are grate-

ful for this support. 

KING COLLEGE STUDENTS 
RETURN TO KINGS COUNTY

en King College students from Tennessee returned to 

CAMBA for their Spring Break. The college volunteers 

provided services for CAMBA’s fiscal and legal depart-

ments, food pantry, Food Co-op and the Park Slope Women’s 

Shelter. CAMBA thanks the volunteers for their donation of time 

and effort. 

our CAMBA Small Business Services (CSBS) entrepre-

neurs were recognized in the Brooklyn Business Li-

brary’s Annual PowerUp! Business Plan Competition 

CAMBA CLIENTS WIN 
BUSINESS PLAN CONTEST

articipating in the New York City Survey called Home-

less Outreach Population Estimate (HOPE), CAMBA 

volunteers surveyed subways and encountered 

CAMBA VOLUNTEERS 
WORK ON HOPE

the Park Slope Armory, which 

also houses the Kings County 

Veteran’s Center and a new 

YMCA recreation center, where 

Brooklyn Borough President 

Marty Markowitz delivered 

his State of the Borough Ad-

dress. He noted the connection 

between the community and 

the organizations housed in 

the Armory. For the occasion, 

Mayor Bloomberg had 70 din-

ners delivered and Albert Elk 

donated 70 prepaid cell phones 

to the shelter’s residents. 

CAMBA’s Park Slope shel-

sponsored by Citi Foundation. A first place grand prize of $15,000 

was awarded to Stacey Toussaint and Sheila Collins of Brooklyn’s 

Inside Out Tours. Merit Awards were presented to  Camille New-

man of  plus size women’s shop Pop-Up Plus and  Emily Morgan 

of KinderKALENDARS. Honorable Mention winners were Bridget  

Goldsmith of Coconut Expressions, Tess Gill of Brooklyn Victory 

Gardens, and Jason and Megan Freed of Organically Growin baby 

food. CSBS promotes economic revitalization through assisting 

clients to start and grow businesses by providing entrepreneurial 

training, business consulting and small business loans. 

three homeless people, including one who needed Department 

of Homeless Services (DHS) assistance. The team started from 

CAMBA Beacon 269 and branched out throughout Downtown 

Brooklyn, Gowanus and Brooklyn Heights. 

          So rewarding was the experience that all first-time CAMBA 

volunteers reported their willingness to participate in the HOPE 

project again. Kim Keaton, DHS Director of Project Manage-

ment, commented on the good work CAMBA does with its 20 

volunteers. 
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CAMBA is a non-profit 
agency that provides ser-
vices that connect people 
with opportunities to en-
hance their quality of life. 

2 George Bundy Smith (top left), a Partner at law firm Chadbourne & Parke LLP, a former New 
York State Court of Appeals Associate Judge and a Civil Rights Freedom Rider in the 1960s, 
addressed  a group of enthralled students about his life experiences and the importance of 
education as part of CAMBA’s new Success and Service Speakers Series.  

AMBA is currently  

enrolling children 

ages 6-15 for two 

REGISTER 
FOR FREE 
SUMMER
CAMPS

licia Espinoza, a CAMBA Program Director, served on a 

week-long medical mission to Haiti. “The vast number 

of homeless people in Haiti who were affected by the 

CAMBA RALLIES FOR HAITI

CAMBA Program Director Alicia Espinoza (front row, center), with fellow volunteers in Haiti. 

iving back to the 

community is the 

focus of CAMBA’s 

CAMBA ANNUAL 
REPORT IS 
AVAILABLE
To receive 
a free copy, 
call 718.287. 
2600.  Our 
annual  re-
port can also 
be seen on-
line at www.
camba.org.

CAMBA 
HOSTS 
SPEAKER 
SERIES FOR 
STUDENTS

C
Success and Service Speaker 

Series, which  introduces high 

school students to successful 

community members.

More than 100 students 

from CAMBA’s School for De-

mocracy and Leadership and 

Liberation Diploma Plus High 

School heard the life stories 

shared by Dionne Mack-Har-

vin, Executive Director of the 

Brooklyn Public Library; former  

Judge George Bundy Smith;  

television reporter Jeanine 

Ramirez, and Heather McCart-

ney, Co-Director of Ailey Arts 

in Education & Community 

Programs. 

earthquake is incredible. Getting the most vulnerable members 

of the population into permanent and/or supportive housing is 

critical,” she explained. 

Haiti continues to suffer the earthquake’s effects and CAMBA 

has given its support in the form of pennies,  dollars and legal 

services. CAMBA youth programs at Beacon 271 and Beacon 269 

raised $146 and $1,788.60, respectively. Students, staff and com-

munity members at P.S. 269, our partner school, packed more 

than 68 boxes of clothing and food, assembled hygiene kits, and 

participated with 1,000 runners to raise over $100,000 during a 

Fitness Fundraising Fun Run/Walk for Haiti.

With generous funding from The Fund for New Citizens of 

The New York Community Trust, CAMBA’s Immigration Legal 

Services Program provides targeted outreach, education and free 

legal assistance on immigration matters to Haitian nationals. 

CAMBA encourages everyone to come together to support 

Haitian staff and their families who have suffered so much dur-

ing this catastrophe,” notes CAMBA’s Executive Director Joanne 

M. Oplustil. 

A
G weeks at the free Fresh Air Fund 

Camps/Friendly Town Pro-

grams. Located in Fishkill, New 

York, the free summer camp 

offers lots of fun activities, 

from swimming and hiking to 

computers, photography and 

more. To register, visit CAMBA 

Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 

p.m., at 885 Flatbush Avenue 

(corner of Church and Flatbush 

Avenues), 3rd Floor, Brooklyn 

or call Liz at 718.282. 5575, ext. 

40355. 



YOU CAN HELP CAMBA MAKE AN IMPACT. 

Please consider making a tax deductible contribution of:  

 $50       $100      $250      $500      Other: $____________

  Enclosed please find my check

  Please charge my credit card:  __Mastercard   __Visa   __Amex

 #___________________________________      Expires_________

__________________________________________________________
Name

__________________________________________________________
Company Name (if applicable) 

__________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip

__________________________________________________________
Email

__________________________________________________________
Phone

Please mail this completed form and your contribution to: 
CAMBA

Attention: Director of Development 
1720 Church Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11226

1720 Church Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11226
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THANK YOU! 
We salute the following for their generous support.* 
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Barnes and Noble

Bennett Lawrence Management, LLC

Capital One Bank

Citibank N.A.

Mary Kay Gallagher

IBM

SUNY Downstate Medical Center

GPM Fund/The Philanthropic Collaborative

The Fund for New Citizens of 
The New York Community Trust 

The Wellspring Foundation

* 1st Quarter in-kind corporate donations and donations of $500 and above
   are as of March 31, 2010. 

IT’S SHONA TIME!  
CAMBA’s ANNUAL SALE OF STONE SCULPTURES FROM ZIMBABWE • June 25–27, 2010
CAMBA Shona Gallery • 19 Winthrop Street, Brooklyn, NY
Details Inside.


