
 
What Happened When a Brooklyn Neighborhood 
Policed Itself for Five Days 
On a two-block stretch of Brownsville in April, the police stepped aside 
and let residents respond to 911 calls. It was a bold experiment that 
some believe could redefine law-enforcement in New York City. 
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Brownsville residents stand sentry on their own blocks, an effort meant to help the community police itself. 
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Members of the Brownsville Safety Alliance keep their eyes and ears open for problems that could become conflicts 
that would otherwise draw the police. 
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Inspector Terrell Anderson set about rebuilding relationships in the neighborhood where he was reared. 
New York City Police Department 
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Workers from Brownsville In Violence Out give away promotional items and literature about social-service 
programs.  
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Minerva Vitale, left, said she trusts the Brownsville Safety Alliance to respond to crime on the streets.  
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Police officers are present, but they only shadow civilians who are the primary responders. 
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Dushoun Almond, known as Bigga, has the hard-won experience to help him talk people out of decisions they may 
regret. 
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Social service groups supply clothing, shoes and hot drinks, an effort to draw in neighborhood residents and tell 
them about resources in and around Brownsville.  
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#
Dana Rachlin, left, and Tiffany Burgess, right, try to help Alicia, a 23-year-old woman who was thrown out of a car 
on Pitkin Avenue. 
#
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