
 

Governor Cuomo Announces CAMBA Housing Ventures Receives Award to Build 291 

Affordable Housing Units as Part of Vital Brooklyn Initiative 

(July 21, 2020, Brooklyn, NY) Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced CAMBA Housing 

Ventures, Inc. and CAMBA, Inc. have been awarded a Vital Brooklyn  project to develop 291 

units of sustainable, permanently affordable and supportive housing and over 30,000 square 

feet of community facility in Flatbush, which will be known as Clarkson Estates. Vital Brooklyn is 

a $1.4 billion initiative that targets and invests in eight integrated areas, from healthcare to 

housing, establishing a new standard for addressing chronic economic and racial disparities in 

Brooklyn’s high needs communities.  Clarkson Estates will serve as an anchor of affordability 

and opportunity in the Flatbush Community.  Under plans developed by CAMBA Housing 

Ventures (CHV), Clarkson Estates will respond to the continuing need  for affordable and stable 

housing available to residents with a range of incomes, household sizes and needs. The 

development will create new networks for residents and the community that support health, an 

active lifestyle, economic growth, and connections to neighbors and the larger community. 

Clarkson Estates will be constructed on a parcel named "Site L" at 329 Clarkson Avenue, which 

is land currently owned by Health Science Center at Brooklyn Foundation.  

"CAMBA Housing Ventures, Inc. and CAMBA, Inc. are honored and grateful to be awarded Site 

L/329 Clarkson Avenue, as part of this second round of the Vital Brooklyn Initiative,” said 

Joanne M. Oplustil, President and CEO of CAMBA Housing Ventures, Inc. and CAMBA, Inc. “The 

community's needs for expanded options for health care access, permanently affordable 

housing, local food and outdoor spaces have never been more evident. The vision for this 

development is to create equitable housing opportunities that in turn create a more equitable 

future for Flatbush. Housing is fundamental to stability and with this sustainable, affordable 



and supportive development, we aim to provide the community with better resources for a 

better tomorrow." 

Clarkson Estates will provide an invigorating community of workforce housing and resources. 

The community facility programming will utilize CAMBA’s 43 years of experience in Flatbush 

and New York City to implement economic development and workforce training services, youth 

development and violence prevention services, and health and wellness services for the 

community. CHV has also been awarded the project to develop "Interfaith Broadway: Site  C"  in 

Bedford-Stuyvesant  as  part  of  Governor  Cuomo’s  Vital  Brooklyn  affordable  housing 

initiative. 

 

Clarkson Estates aims to become a stronghold of community engagement and growth. To 

elevate connections with residents and neighbors by promoting integrated wellness, 

landscaping will be incorporated throughout both the residential and community facility spaces 

to create an oasis for community and a connection to nature. These gardens and terraces will 

include gardening beds, fitness areas, innovative play spaces, sculpture gardens and event 

spaces. The on-site CAMBA Health Homes and Screening Center and the proximity to SUNY 

Downstate, Kings County, and Kingsbrook Hospitals provide accessible and comprehensive 

medical care that will serve the range of residents and be open to community members.  

Of the 291 affordable apartments for families and individuals, half of the apartments—146 

units—will be set aside for youth aging out of foster care, formerly incarcerated individuals, and 

formerly homeless young adults. The on-site supportive services offered by CAMBA will be 

supplemented by an extensive network of benefits available to the larger community in the 

development's 30,000-square-foot "HUB". Many of the Community HUB's facilities will be open 

to the public and help encourage community engagement. 

Resources available at the HUB include:  

• Childcare services; 

• Health screening center; 



• Small business services incubator and workforce training; 

• Violence prevention and mediation center; 

• Youth education and development center; 

• Technology training center that includes adult education and financial literacy classes; 

• Recording and rehearsal studio, and performance space; 

• Full-sized basketball court for general community use and access, competitive basketball 

leagues, and community events; 

• Food pantry and café; and 

• Design studio and exhibition space 

The HUB will be named for and dedicated to the memory of Dr. Roy A. Hastick, a gifted, caring 

and visionary business leader who passed away from COVID-19 in April. Dr. Hastick devoted his 

time to the health of the community in Brooklyn and the Caribbean diaspora, founding the 

Caribbean American Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Inc. (CACCI) and convening more 

than 600 small business seminars to benefit the community. 

About CAMBA/CAMBA Housing  Ventures,  Inc.  

Founded in 1977,  CAMBA,  Inc.  is  one  of  New  York  City’s  largest community-based  social 

services  organizations.  CAMBA annually  provides  services  to  more  than  65,000  individuals  

and families  in  six  core  areas:  Economic  Development;  Education and  Youth  Development;  

Family Support;  Health,  Housing  and  Legal Services.  CAMBA clients  are  those  who  are:  

moving  from welfare  to  work;  individuals  and  families  experiencing,  at  risk  of  or  

transitioning  out  of homelessness;  individuals  living  with  or  at  risk  of  HIV/AIDS;  

immigrants  and  refugees;  children and  young  adults;  entrepreneurs;  and  others  struggling  

to  overcome  barriers  to  self sufficiency.  CAMBA  provides  160  life-changing  services  at  

over 90  locations  across  New  York City. In  2005,  CAMBA created  CAMBA Housing Ventures,  

Inc.  (CHV), an  affiliated  development  corporation. The  mission  of  CAMBA  Housing  

Ventures  is  to  develop sustainable  and  energy-efficient buildings  that  provide  safe  and  

affordable  housing  for  low-income  and  formerly  homeless individuals  and  families.  CHV’s  

portfolio  of  completed  or  in  progress  developments  are  located throughout  New  York  

City,  including  work-out  acquisition,  new  construction,  rehabilitation  and preservation  



projects  totaling  2,442  units  and  2  million  square  feet  of  development representing  over  

$845  million in  public/private  investment and providing housing for over 5,100 individuals in 

four of the five boroughs.  CHV  and  CAMBA  form  a  unique team comprised  of  a  

community-based,  award-winning  nonprofit  affordable  housing  developer and  an  

experienced  social service  provider.  

 


